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Lawn Party

July 15-18 
(see page 6)

Dry River Road 
Project Funded

Bridgewater Pursues 
TIGER Grant 

to Fund Bypass
The Town Council, at their June meeting, approved an 

application for a TIGER grant to help fund the Bridgewater 
Bypass that will connect Routes 257 and 42.  This program, 
officially titled “Transportation Investment Generating 
Economic Recovery” began in 2009 when the nation was 
in the depths of the Great Recession.  It’s a competitive 
program with only 10% of the applicants receiving funding, 
but one that we feel is worth pursuing.  The Federal Highway 
Administration supervises the program.

No one really expects our first application to be 
successful.  TIGER grants just don’t work that way.  Most of 
the recipients have submitted year after year before getting 
approval.  We are hoping to do the same.  

If funding is received, we’ll be able to build a much 
needed road that will remove tractor trailer traffic from 
Dinkel Avenue, Mt. Crawford Avenue and Oakwood Drive as 
well as make both Main Street and Dinkel Avenue safer for 
drivers, bikers and pedestrians.
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When the Bypass and other Main Street 
improvements are completed, cars and trucks will 
have less chance for accidents like this one at the 

intersection of Depot Street and North Main.
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Interesting Facts About the United States
•	 Size.	 At nearly 2.4 billion acres, the United States is the third largest 

nation in the world after Russia and Canada.  Canada is only slightly larger 
than us, but Russia is close to double our size.

•	 Population.	 We also rank third in population with 315 million people (2012 estimate).  China has the 
largest number of people at 1.35 billion while India is second at 1.26 billion.

•	 Industry.	 China ranks first with the United States second.  Japan is a distant third with about half the 
output of the United States.

•	 The	Service	Economy.	 In this area the United States is far ahead of everyone else.  Japan is second and 
China third.

•	 Agriculture.  This one was a surprise.  China is far ahead of the United States (2nd) and India (3rd).  
China produces the most meat, fruit, cereals, vegetables and wheat, but the United States produces the 
most coarse grain such as corn, barley, rye and oats.

•	 Coal.  Even though coal is seen by many as a dying industry, we still rank second in coal production.  
China produces more than three times our total and is ranked first.  Australia is third.

•	 Tourism.	 The United States spends and receives the most in tourism dollars.  Germany and China are 
the second and third biggest spenders while Spain and France are second and third in receiving tourism 
dollars.

•	 Life	Expectancy.  We certainly aren’t near the top, but the average American can expect to live to be 78.9 
years.  People live longest in Monaco (89.6 years) and shortest in Sierra Leone (45.3 years).

Wildwood Park 
Provides Learning 

Environment 
for JWE students 

Over the past seventeen years, John Wayland 
students have partnered with the Town of Bridgewater 
in maintaining Wildwood Park.  This not only provides 
a “hands on” environment for the kids, it also helps 
Bridgewater accomplish some of the stormwater 
management objectives mandated by the state and 
federal governments.

This year Sue Haley’s second grade class 
participated in the following activities.

• A nature scavenger hunt
• Water color paintings
• Constructing nature sensory boxes
• Planting butterfly friendly plants

We value our partnership with John Wayland 
Elementary teachers, students and parents and believe 
their efforts provide benefits to the citizens as well as 
many fond memories for themselves.

Teddy Davis and Juan Monroy above  and 
Daryana Padilla below work in the butterfly 

garden.  The plants used were purchased 
with money raised by the children.
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Annual DEQ North River Cleanup

First Row (kneeling): Bev Carver.  Second Row: Megan O’Gorek, Tara Sieber, David 
Forrer, Sara Jordan, Lois Paul, Brandon Kiracofe, Mike Asma, Phil Hurst, Danielle 

Adams, Kelli Park, Cassandra Frysinger, Diana Adams,  Preston White.  Third Row (on the 
trailer): Calvin Jordan, Greg Clark, Keith Showman, Todd Pitsenberger, Trevor Wallace.

Early visitors to Wildwood Park on Thursday, June 11, would have seen a group of 
20 or more launching canoes below the dam.  However, this was not fun-filled regatta 
event, but rather employees of the Department of Environmental Quality spending a day 
on North River cleaning up its banks and waterway.  

We are happy to report that not much trash was found between Wildwood and Sandy 
Bottom Parks.  All they came up with was a couple of bags of trash, a tire and a bedside 
table.  According to Tara Sieber, organizer of the event, “That section of the river was 

very clean!  We believe this 
shows that the last  15 years 
of regular r iver clean-ups is 
making a difference – and also 
that Bridgewater residents take 
great care of their river.”

Bridgewater Residents Greg Clark and 
Brandon Kiracofe unload some trash.

Twenty plus DEQ employees gathered at the North 
River banks in Wildwood Park to put their canoes into 
the water and begin their journey down river, picking 
up trash along the way.  Here in the red canoe, Don 

Kain and Lois Paul set off down the North River.
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By the time Dinkle Tavern celebrated its 100th anniversary it had been 
through a dozen owners, but that rapid turnover ended over the last century.  
In 1924 O.F. and Anna Foley purchased the tavern and renamed it Riverside 
Inn.  They operated it until the end of WWII  when it was once again sold.  

In 1946 it  became the property of Dr. George and Evelyn 
Row and has stayed in the family ever since.

George Row grew up in Junior, West Virginia, a small 
town along the Tygart Valley River.  It’s interesting 
to note that Junior, West Virginia used to be named 
“Row Town”, but the name was changed in 1897 due 
to a request by the local coal mine owner whose mine 
was named Junior Coal Company.  So, it’s likely that 

George Row’s home place was settled by his ancestors.  
As a young man George joined his brother, Alva, in working the mine.  In 
1929 they had the good fortune to be brought to the attention of Dr. Paul 
Bowman, President of Bridgewater College.  Dr. Bowman had traveled to 
their hometown and soon convinced them to leave the mine to further their 
education.   

Once established in college, they worked their way through the four 
years by maintaining the boilers and mowing the grounds with horse-drawn 
equipment.  George graduated in 1933 and after a few years of teaching 
continued his education at Medical College of Virginia.  He graduated from 
MCV in 1941 and returned to Bridgewater in 1944.  Within two years he’d 
purchased the Dinkle Tavern, which was his home for the remainder of his 
life.  Today his daughter Judy and her husband Mike continue the family 
tradition of living in this beautiful, historic house.

Dinkle Tavern’s 200th Anniversary
This	is	the	second	of	several	articles	we’ll	be	doing	about	Dinkle	Tavern	

to	honor	the	200th	anniversary	of	its	construction.

(left) Upon 
graduating from 

medical school, Dr. 
Row’s first purchase 

was this microscope for 
which he paid $125.

(above) Judy Row Galang and her younger 
brother, George Jr. (Sonny), enjoyed playing in the 
backyard of their new home.  Sadly, in the spring 

of 1948, at the age of three, Sonny was hit on 
Main Street by a car and died from his injuries.

(left) Once his medical 
residency was completed, Dr. George 

Row and his wife Evelyn moved to 
Bridgewater to set up his practice.

(right)Soon 
Dr. Row had a 

well-established 
medical practice 
in Bridgewater 

and surrounding 
area. In 1946 the 
Rows purchased 
Dinkle Tavern. 

This picture 
of Evelyn and 
George Row 

along with their 
children, Judy 

and George Jr., 
was taken shortly 
thereafter at their 

new home.
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2015 Summer Reading Program
Special Events:

North River Library News

(above)  This is the third year for 
Stephanie Wheelbarger and Erin Batten 

to participate in ‘Yard Sale Day.’ 
(above right) Other entrepreneurs, 

added a comic twist by promoting their 
sales with a perky penguin. 

Weather Perfect 
for Yard Sale Day

Yard sale items came in all shapes 
and sizes.  Some bargain hunters left 

delighted with the treasures they found 
and others just had a good time.

118 Mt. Crawford Avenue
540-434-4475, Ext. 4

Weekly Story Times:
Momma Goose Rocks (0-3): Thursdays, 10:15 a.m.

Precious Preschoolers (3-5): Thursdays, 11 a.m.

K-5 Weekly Activities:
Hero Construction:  Tuesdays @ 2 p.m.

Lego Club, 2nd Tuesday @ 4 p.m.   
Dogs2Read2: 4th Tuesday @ 4 p.m.
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Shuttle bus service will 

run from Turner Ashby 

High School Wednesday 

through Saturday 

beginning at 6 p.m.

Lawn Party Time
The Lawn Party is scheduled to begin 

Wednesday, July 15th. 

Below is a list of daily events.
Wednesday, July 15th

• Kids ride all-night for one price starting at 
6 p.m.

• Veterans eat free with ID
• Band: TBA, 7-11 p.m.

Thursday, July 16th
• Antique Tractor Pull @ 2:00 p.m.
• Band: Hackens Boys, 7-11 p.m.

Friday, July 17th
• Firemen’s Parade @ 7:00 p.m.
• Band: EZ Go, 7-11 p.m.

Saturday, July 18th
• Breakfast @ 8:00 a.m.
• Antique Car Show @ 8:00 a.m.
• Antique Demonstrations - all 

day
• Antique Car and Tractor Parade @ 

6:00 p.m.
• Band: American Brewed, 7-11 p.m.

ATTENTION	BRIDGEWATER	RESIDENTS
AND	SURROUNDING	AREA

  Listen To The Heartbeat of Music   
Free Concerts - 2015 at Oakdale Community Park

Mt. Crawford Avenue, Bridgewater, Virginia
You are invited to attend concerts every 

Sunday evening beginning July 12th.  The first 
four concerts described in last month’s Current 
are listed below.  Complete biographical 
information can be viewed on our website 
town.bridgewater.va.us. Bring your own chairs 
or blankets for seating.

July 12, 7 p.m. – The Harrisonburg 
Harmonizers

July 19, 7 p.m. - H’burg-R’ham 
Concert Band

July 26, 7 p.m. - Walnut Ridge Boys
August 2, 7 p.m. - Southern Grace

Ladies’ 
Auxiliary
Needs Your Help

July 15, 16, 17 and 18
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Round	Hill	Garden	Club	News

June Garden of the Month
Barbara and Paul Cable

210 High Street

Business Beauty Spot
McDonald’s

516 North Main Street

Congratulations go to Barbara and Paul Cable for 
achieving the “Garden of the Month” award in the 
month of June.

Fondly called her ‘friendship garden,’ Barbara 
gave most of the credit for her plants to high school 

friend, Linda Dean and many others who have shared 
their plants.  These include favorites such as dahlias, 

lupine, cala lily and many others.
When asked if she enjoyed gardening, her thoughtful response 

was, “I enjoy the results of my gardening,” and much there is to 
enjoy.  Favoring the heirloom plants such as foxglove, holly hock 
and lupine, the Cables also have more recent varieties such as the 
knockout rose, aucuba and dwarf hydrangea called ‘Little Lime.’

Stepping stones lead you past the 
dogwood tree, knockout rose bush 
and weeping pine tree to a variety 
of shrubs and flowering plants in 

the side and back yard.

(left) Further 
down the path you 
can find blooming 
clematis climbing 

the board 
fence, or coral 
bells, lupine, 

rhododendron, 
holly and 

boxwoods, just to 
name a few.

(left) This is a 
close up look 

at aucuba.  
Barbara 

describes it as 
“an attractive 

evergreen 
shrub that 
makes a 
beautiful 
addition 

to holiday 
decorations.”

To nominate a garden call Ann 
Menefee at 432-9921 or 828-3390.

After expanding their cooking and 
eating section of the Bridgewater 
McDonald’s, Al Boxley and his staff 
revamped the landscaping.  The design 
and neatness of their effort caught 
the eyes of Round Hill Garden Club 
members.”

Congratulations to Al Boxley and his 
Bridgewater employees for adding to the 
beauty of Main Street.
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Bridgewater Rotary Club   .......... Dinner/Business 
meeting every Tuesday at 6 PM, Maple Terrace, 
Bridgewater Retirement Community.

T.O.P.S. @ Bridgewater Presbyterian Church ..... Every 
Tuesday from 6:15-7:30 PM.  Open to anyone interested 
in weight loss or weight management.  For more 
information please call Vickie Bland at 568-6539.

Bridgewater Historical Museum ....... 109 South Main 
Street.   Open Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 10 
AM to 3 PM. We will also open anytime by appointment.  
Check us out on FaceBook. In July they will be will 
be presenting local artists and artisans displays at the 
Bridgewater Historical Museum starting on July 6th. 
Please stop in for a visit.  

July 7 Congressman Goodlatte Open Door  ............
A representative from Congressman Goodlatte’s office 
will be available the first Tuesday of every month from 
11:30 AM to 1:00 PM in the Council Chambers of the 
Bridgewater Community Center or may be contacted at 
885-3861.

July 7  Myers-Hodges V.F.W. Ladies Auxiliary..... ..7 PM 
Meets the first Tuesday of every month at the Post home 
on Dry River Road.

July 6  Bridgewater Rescue Squad Auxiliary  ...  
 6:30 PM at Bridgewater Rescue Squad building.  

Meets the first Monday of every month. New members 
welcome.  For details call 828-3395.

July 6  Bridgewater Ruritan Club  ...................7 PM at 
Bridgewater United Methodist Church.

July 13  Bridgewater Family and Community 
Educators  . 7:30 PM.  Meets second Monday of every 
month at Arey Assembly Hall in the Bridgewater 
Community Center.  New members welcome.  For 
information contact Rosetta Harris, 828-6273. 

July 14   Greater Ashby Business Council  ......12 PM 
(noon) at Bridgewater Fire Company building.  All are 
welcome to attend this free monthly group that supports 
and promotes local business growth, networking, and 
education.  For information contact co-chair Larry 
Elkins at 540-641-2668.

July 15  Myers-Hodges V.F.W. Post 8644.... .....Meets the 
third Wednesday of every month at 7:30 PM at the Post 
home on Dry River Road.  Call 828-0051 for further 
information.  

July 15-18  Bridgewater Lawn Party.... Sponsored by 
Bridgewater Fire Company.  See Page 6 for schedule.

July 21  Parkinson’s Support Group.... Meets from 2 
PM to 3 PM the third Tuesday of every month in the 
Bridgewater Retirement Houff Community Center, 
Smith Room.  Open discussion.  All are welcome.  
Please call 828-2550 for more information.

July 28 Bridgewater Fire Company Ladies Auxiliary 
Meets 7 PM at the fire hall.   New members welcome.  
Call 828-2035 for more information.

Scan to go to the 
town website

town.bridgewater.va.us


